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Today, almost 2 million Floridians have a suspended driver’s license, not because they
are dangerous drivers, but because they are poor.
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Suspending driver’s licenses for unpaid fines and fees in Florida is
counterproductive and needs to end.

Driver’s license suspensions for nonpayment are counterproductive and costly.

e Almost 90% of Floridians drive to work." When people lose their licenses, they often lose their jobs,
making it more difficult to pay for court debt.

* In Florida, 72% of driver’s license suspensions are for unpaid fines and fees, while less than 5% of
suspensions are for dangerous driving or public safety reasons.?

e There is no evidence confirming suspending driver’s licenses increase collections.?

Driver’s license suspensions hurt businesses and families, cost taxpayers money, and weaken
the state’s economy.

e  Employers suffer because workers who lose their licenses can't reliably get to work. Studies have
found that half of the people whose driver’s licenses were suspended also lost their job.*

e Without a license, people who can’t legally drive can’t get to work, a medical appointment, church,
or the grocery store without risking additional charges for driving while their license is suspended.

e Dangerous driving or serious public safety concerns should be the only reasons to restrict someone’s
driving.

*  When police and prosecutors spend time arresting and prosecuting people for driving on a
suspended license, they aren't fighting serious crime.

*  The James Madison Institute estimates Florida taxpayers would save $9.2 million annually if the state
stopped suspending licenses for unpaid fines and fees.®

e Texas became the most recent state to pass license suspension reform for unpaid fines and fees.
Virginia, Mississippi, Montana, and other states have also changed their laws.¢

*  To accelerate reform nationwide, more than 100 ideologically diverse organizations joined forces in
September 2019 to launch the Free to Drive campaign. Visit freetodrive.org to stay up-to-date on what
other states, including Florida, are doing to stop driver’s license suspensions for unpaid fines and fees.
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